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3 Highbury Crescent
London N5 1RN
07933 619 674
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“Dania is a small and
personable school, where
both you and your child
will get a lot of attention”
Danny Curran
Parent
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Thank you for your interest
Thank you for your interest in
Dania Scandinavian School.
We understand choosing a school
for your child is a big decision.
We hope this pack is helpful to you.

Christina Bek Larsen
Headteacher
christina@daniaschool.com

As you will learn, Dania aims to
provide a friendly school environment
that allows your child to ﬂourish
and learn in their own time.
If our approach appeals to you,
please contact us
to arrange a school visit

Tanja Murphy
Oﬃce Manager
admin@daniaschool.com
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Introduction
Dania Scandinavian School is an independent school founded in
2013 by a group of parents in Islington. We cater for children aged
2 to 8 years old. Our school community comprises students and
teachers of both Scandinavian and non-Scandinavian backgrounds.
We follow the UK national curriculum but oﬀer an education based
on Scandinavian principles. This means we place greater emphasis
on play, creativity, social intelligence and outdoor learning than
mainstream British schools typically do. We also oﬀer formal
instruction in Danish and Swedish to children from Scandinavian
families.
We are located on Highbury Fields at 3 Highbury Crescent,
150 yards from Highbury & Islington Station.
We are a registered charitable company and operate
on a not-for-proﬁt basis.

4

“To understand how to learn, and why we’re learning, we ﬁrst have to be
allowed to enjoy learning.” - Christina Bek Larsen, Headteacher
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Our beliefs
“The academics are important. But it’s even more
important to ﬁrst ensure our students are happy,
secure and ready to learn”

“We teach our students social skills, which means they
know their feelings and they know about empathy. They
can handle conﬂicts with other children, because we’ve
been there along the way to help them to shape them
into robust young people”
Louise Bojsen Craddock, KS1 Teacher

Christina Bek Larsen, Headteacher

“Dania has a strong focus on making
the children independent. We support
them in all their needs, but also
ensure they learn to look after
themselves.”
Karina Samura, Preschool Teacher

“We follow the children’s passions. If
they have an interest in butterﬂies, we
investigate that instead of telling them
“No” we’re going to study this topic. We
follow their interests and try to foster
their natural curiosity.”
Aysenur Dogan, Reception Teacher

“There are two reasons to go to school. One is to
become something, a teacher, a policeman or
other profession. Another reason is to become
someone, a person as a whole person. At Dania
these two go hand in hand.”
Louise Bojsen Craddock, KS1 Teacher

“Our playground is an important learning environment. It
was built around the Danish concept of a byggelegeplads,
which roughly translates to Adventure Playground. The
design allows the children to make their own things and
follow their play. They have wood, tyres and other
materials they can use to build whatever they want.”
Karina Samura, Preschool Teacher
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Meet a Dania parent - Morten

Morten is the father of two boys at Dania and a self-professed fan
of the school. “I am not very objective when it comes to Dania.”, he
confesses. “I love the school!”.
Dania was the ﬁrst school Morten and his wife visited on their
school search. After their visit they cancelled all their
appointments with the other schools on their shortlist.
“When we walked into Dania we got a feeling of something special.
It felt homely with a relaxed sense of togetherness. It felt secure.
To us the most important thing was that our kids would thrive
socially and would be happy to go school. We were certain the
learning would come from there and this proved to be the case.”
You can learn more about Morten’s experience as a Dania parent
in this video
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Meet a Dania teacher - Karina

Karina is one of our preschool leaders and an experienced Early
Years teacher. Prior to joining Dania Scandinavian School, Karina
was at Garﬁeld Primary in Enﬁeld. There she had the opportunity
to work directly with Marion Samual who together with Anna
Ephgrave developed Planning In The Moment, a powerful Early
Years theory and teaching method that aligns closely with
Scandinavian values.
“If you come into our school, your will see our materials and toys
are organised in a way that leaves it up to the children to access
and pursue their own learning. We don’t tell them what to do. We
let them explore, and then we follow them and support them in
their play. It’s very child-centered and it starts with their interests.”
You can learn more about Karina’s work at Dania in this video
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Meet a Dania teacher - Louise

Louise has been with Dania for four years and is our KS1 lead
teacher. When asked what she enjoys about teaching at Dania,
Louise emphasises the close relationship she has with parents.
“We are a small school so we are almost like a family”, she says.
Louise is also a passionate believer in the Scandinavian approach
to education. “We cover the national curriculum like any other
independent school in London but we add the Scandinavian
teaching methods. Amongst other things, this means we
emphasise the child’s inner motivation to learn, and we put less
emphasis on outer motivations. So, for example, we don’t reward
with stickers nor do we punish a child if they haven’t brought in
their homework. Instead we start from the child’s own interest and
we try to make lessons creative and fun. We believe learning to
learn is a key objective and an important life skill for the child.”
You can learn more about Louise’s work at Dania in this video
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“Our teachers plan their lessons
in a way that allows for ﬂexibility
following the interests of your child.
This is the Scandinavian way. ”
Christina Bek Larsen, Headteacher
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About our preschool
In preschool we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage
Framework which is based on 7 areas of learning:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

communication and language
physical development
personal, social and emotional development
literacy
mathematics
understanding the world
expressive arts and design

We believe free play is crucial in the early years. Free play for
us is child-led exploration of learning. The adults are there to
scaﬀold the exploring for your child.
We typically spend 3-4 hours outdoors every day. Outdoor
time is important for us. The more space, the more fresh air,
the better.
Our preschool hours are 08:15-17:45 Monday to Friday.
Part-time places available as follows: 3 full days or 4 full days
Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) report: click here
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Key Stage 1
Our KS1 children acquire basic competences in reading,
writing, maths, science and IT according to the UK national
curriculum. As in preschool, learning through play
continues to be a foundation for our teaching methods in
KS1. Play is sometimes free and unstructured but can also
be adult-led and more intentional in its goals.
We use London as our classroom as much as we can.
Outdoor learning days are an integrated part of the time
table, and we practice project-based learning through our
regular theme weeks.
At Dania, we work hard to create positive relationships
between teachers and students based on openness,
equality and respect. Our aim is to scaﬀold learning based
on the individual needs of each child, and this requires a
trusting relationship between student and teacher.

Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) report: click here
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Scandinavian languages
At Dania, English is our common language. It is the
language we all speak when we are in school. All
instruction is in English and we encourage all our children,
regardless of background, to speak English as much as
possible.
We also oﬀer formal instruction in Danish and Swedish to
children from Scandinavian families. All our Scandinavian
language teachers are native speakers who qualiﬁed in in
their home countries.
We do not presently oﬀer Norwegian but is our ambition
to do so, and we would like to hear from families who
would be interested in such an oﬀering
To hear our Headteacher talk about Dania’s Scandinavian
language teaching see this video
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Clubs and camps

After the normal school timetable concludes at 3pm
we oﬀer After School Club until 5.45pm every day.
The topics oﬀered vary from term to term but tend to
focus on creative expression such as music, art, dance and
drama.
During school holidays we oﬀer camps. These are often
based around playful outdoor activities with optional
Scandinavian language classes sometimes incorporated in
the timetable.
Our camps are open to all children. You do not have to be
enrolled with Dania Scandinavian School to attend our
camps.
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What parents say about us

“What I love about Dania and
Scandinavian education is that you let
kids be kids. On the evidence of how the
Scandinavian countries create wealth
and happiness, I can’t see how this
approach has held anyone back. Quite
the opposite.”
Daniel Curran
Parent

“The standard of English and maths at Dania
School has meant the transition to a mainstream
English school has been pretty seamless. We find
ourselves in the happy position of being a little
ahead, especially in maths.”
Susannah Bond
Parent

"Learning about empathy changed my daughter's
behaviour. She became more vocal and confident
during conflicts with other children, but also more
respectful and caring"
Sarah Mendez
Parent

“It’s one thing to move for work, it’s a completely different
thing to uproot your family and move them to a new
country. Dania eases many of the worries you have when
you move to London as a Danish family”
Anne Hermann
Parent
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“As soon as I walked into Dania I felt the warmth of the teachers,
the conﬁdence of the children, and the excitement about learning”
Sarah Mendez, Parent
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Admission process

Visit the school

Let us know if you wish to enrol

We send you an oﬀer and a contract

We have a waiting list for preschool places. Spaces are allocated on a ﬁrst-come-ﬁrst-serve basis
with preference given to siblings and those requesting more days.
Dania is co-educational, non-selective and welcomes
all faiths and backgrounds.
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School fees

Cohort

2021-2022

2022-2023

Preschool - 2 year olds

£1,300 pcm

£1,950 pcm

Preschool - 3-4 year olds

£1,300 pcm

£1,762 pcm

Primary School

£1,100 pcm

£1,160 pcm

School fees are paid monthly in advance by direct debit.
Fees for part-time preschool places are pro-rated.
We have a waiting list for preschool places. Spaces are allocated on a ﬁrst-come-ﬁrst-serve basis with preference given to
siblings and those who have committed to enrol in our primary school.
The 30 hours free childcare scheme is not available at Dania.
To secure your child’s place at our school, a deposit of £1,000 is required. For primary school children there is also an
upfront fee of £350 to pay for their computer.
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Previously asked questions
Q: I understand you have swimming classes. Are these available for both primary and preschool?
A: We oﬀer swimming lessons for our KS2 cohort (Y3-6) only.
Q: Do you provide lunch and/or snacks for preschoolers, or do parents have to pack them daily?
A: At the moment, children bring their own packed lunch and a morning snack every day, except for Fridays. We
get hot lunch delivered on Fridays. We also provide a snack every afternoon. From September 2022, we will
start to provide lunch every weekday for all children at Dania.
Q: What kind of school excursions do you do with the primary school children?
A: We enjoy visiting museums and landmarks of London. We also use our local library, local parks and
playgrounds. Once a year, we go on a summer excursion to somewhere special (in the past we have been
to the Zoo, Kidzania and Legoland)
Q: What kind of school excursions do you do with the preschoolers?
A: We enjoy going to local museums, the ﬁre station, our local library, our local supermarket as well as parks and
playgrounds in the area.
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Further information

●

Dania website: click here

●

Facebook: click here

●

Instagram: click here

●

Film about Dania - Education Of Tomorrow: click here

●

Article in JUNO Magazine: click here

●

Article in Familie Journalen (in Danish): click here

●

Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) report: click here
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Appendices
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Bursaries Policy

●

We grant bursaries to 10% of our cohort every year

●

The level of support oﬀered is between 30% and 50% of full school fees
depending on individual circumstances

●

Bursaries are oﬀered to families who cannot aﬀord full fees

●

No other criteria are required to qualify for a bursary

●

If your household income after tax and beneﬁts exceeds £40,000 you will
not be eligible for a bursary

●

If the number of eligible applications exceeds available bursaries, the
school allocates bursaries on a ﬁrst-come-ﬁrst-serve basis

●

Active bursaries are reviewed annually and could be withdrawn if a
family’s ﬁnancial circumstances have changed materially
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How to apply for a bursary
Send a letter addressed to The School Governors, Dania Scandinavian School, St David’s Church, 74 Westbourne Road,
London N7 8AB. If you prefer not to post your letter, a scanned copy can be submitted by email to admin@daniaschool.com.
Your letter should detail the following:
●

The name and birth date of the child you wish to enrol with Dania Scandinavian School

●

The educational background of your child (if relevant)

●

Why you wish for your child to attend Dania Scandinavian School

●

The circumstances that limit your family’s ability to aﬀord our school fees

●

Whether this is a temporary circumstance or something you anticipate will continue throughout the
period your child would be enrolled with us

●

Any other information about your family or your child you would like the School Governors to consider

●

The letter must be signed by a parent or guardian

You also need to provide documentary evidence of your family’s ﬁnancial circumstances in the form of bank
statements covering a period of three months. We also require a copy of one salary payslip as well as a
HMRC SA302 calculation for each income earning member of the family. All documentation provided will be
dealt with in the strictest conﬁdence.
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“We are proud of our new home
at 3 Highbury Crescent.
The building gives us room to grow,
in an attractive location
overlooking Highbury Fields
within walking distance of
a major public transport hub”
Peter Melbye
Chair of Governors
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Our location
In September 2021 we moved to Highbury Fields at 3 Highbury Crescent.

New location at
3 Highbury Cres.

Highbury & Islington
Station

To see what your journey to school could be like click here
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About the building
3,363 sq ft over three ﬂoors
Built in 1850s as a
place of worship
Overlooks Highbury Fields
Across the street from
Highbury Leisure Centre

3 Highbury
Crescent
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Thank You
for your interest
We hope to welcome you for a school visit soon
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